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Zionist Massacres - Tal al-Zaatar massacre
Tal al-Zaatar's massacre occurred on August 12, 1976, during the Lebanese Civil War, in the Tal al-
Zaatar Palestinian refugee camp located east of the Lebanese capital, Beirut. The camp housed

.between 50,000 and 60,000 Palestinian refugees

Residents: The residents of the camp originated from villages in northern Palestine, particularly from
"Al-Khalisa," "Al-Lazzaza," and "Salha." Additionally, Palestinian Bedouins who initially lived in the
slaughterhouse area in east Beirut, were transferred to the camp in 1965 due to the spread of rumors

.about the existence of the plague in the slaughterhouse region

Background Information: Following Israel's occupation of the West Bank, Jerusalem, the Golan
Heights, and most of Sinai in 1967, millions of Palestinians became refugees in neighboring countries
like Lebanon, Jordan, and Egypt. Lebanon and Jordan hosted the majority of Palestinian refugees,

.and large refugee camps were established by Arab countries to accommodate them

As Palestinians moved to neighboring countries, Palestinian resistance and militant organizations
also relocated. This resistance played a significant role in confronting the Zionist entity, gaining
influence within Lebanon and Jordan. The presence of Palestinian refugees created tensions,
especially in Lebanon, where the Lebanese government struggled to control Palestinian activities.
The situation worsened with increasing support from Lebanese Muslims for Palestinian resistance,

.leading to internal conflicts in Lebanon in 1975

The Palestinians achieved significant victories, leading to clashes between Maronite Christians and
Palestinians. The Syrian army intervened to stop Palestinian operations and militias, shifting the
course of the conflict. By June 1976, Syrian forces besieged Palestinian and Lebanese positions,

.cutting off their supply lines

Siege of Tal al-Zaatar: The siege of the camp began on June 22, 1976, lasting for 52 days. The
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camp faced water, electricity, and food shortages. It underwent 72 attacks, with over 55,000 shells
fired. Relief organizations were prevented from entering the camp. Negotiations facilitated by Arab
leaders led to an agreement allowing only civilians to leave the camp under the auspices of the
International Red Cross. On August 12, 1976, the siege ended with the fall of the camp, and
Lebanese and Syrian forces entered, committing atrocities, including massacres, mutilations, and the

.slaughter of children, women, and the elderly

Perpetrators of the Tal al-Zaatar Massacre: The massacre was carried out by Syrian forces in
Lebanon and Christian Lebanese forces, including the Phalange Party led by Pierre Gemayel, the
Tigers militia affiliated with the Free Patriotic Movement led by Camille Chamoun, the Zgharta

.Liberation Army led by Tony Franjieh, and the Guardians of the Cedars militia

Victims of the Tal al-Zaatar Massacre: The massacre resulted in 4,280 deaths among Palestinian
refugees, half during the siege and half during the camp's fall. Most victims were civilians, including
women, children, and the elderly, in addition to thousands of wounded and hundreds missing. After

.the massacre, survivors were dispersed to other Palestinian camps in Lebanon

After the Taif Agreement in 1989, which ended the Lebanese Civil War with the slogan
"Forgive and Forget," the Lebanese government refused to rebuild the camp and

.prevented the return of displaced refugees

Stories from the Tal al-Zaatar Massacre: Several accounts describe the brutal actions
during the massacre, including the targeting of men, women, and children. One story
mentions a father defiantly declaring his son's Palestinian identity before being shot.

.Another recounts the killing of a Palestinian nurse named Elias for his nationality

Reference: "Siege of Tal al-Zaatar: Testimonies and Analysis" by Ali Hussein Khalaf,*

2 https://www.pal48.ps


https://www.pal48.ps

.1976

https://www.pal48.ps


https://www.pal48.ps

Tal al-Zaatar massacre - e

My Story with Tal Al-Zaatar | Even the fascists"
themselves admitted, and Amin Gemayel, that
the youth were slaughtered indiscriminately,
resulting in 2200 martyrs in just one day, which
was August 12, 1976. Perhaps it was meant by
the Kataeb alone, not all the separatist
organizations that were competing to kill as
many young people as possible and loot
women." - Dr. Abdul Aziz Al-Labadi

The TaI Al- Zaatar massacre | A Kataeb fighter
asked a Palestinian nurse for his name, to
which he responded: Elias. The fighter
remarked, 'A Palestinian and Elias too!' before
shooting him, resulting in his martyrdom. *
From the book 'The Siege of Tal Al-Zaatar:
Testimonies and Analysis' by Ali Hussein
Khalaf, 1976. The image is of the martyr Elias
Al-Ashi inside the clinic of the Popular Front in
.the camp
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Tal Al-Zaatar | Look...

Here are three"

thousand, they are the martyrs of Tal Al-
Zaatar" poster in Arabic and Italian about
the Tal Al-Zaatar massacre - August 12,

.1976
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used to broadcast in Diary of a Doctor in Tal Al-Zaatar | 1976
the morning 'Whoever kills a Palestinian will go They brought me to... Amin Gemayel.
to heaven,' they were assisted by Hafez al- They introduced me to him as the camp's
Assad's forces in implementing it, resulting in doctor. | caught sight of two Syrian
the abduction of the souls of 4280 Palestinians, officers... They left the office as | entered.
slaughtered, burned, or 'split apart.' A long Sheikh Amin looked at me mockingly and
siege, killings, bombings, and sniping, until said, 'Look, they say I'm a fascist, and my
sayings like 'A cup of blood is easier for us hands are stained with blood, yet here
than a cup of water' became common among they are clean.' After shaking hands with
.them. Traitors are those who forget me and those in his office, they washed

.their hands with alcohol
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Photos from the #Tal Al-Zaatar massacre in the The preferred method of death among the
Palestinian refugee camp in Beirut in 1976, militia forces was the 'falkh’ (literal
where more than 3000 Palestinians were killed translation: 'splitting') of Palestinians,
by the Lebanese forces with the assistance of betting on their immediate or delayed
.the Syrian army death. This involved tying their legs to two

cars and driving them in opposite
directions until their body was split apart.
Abdul Aziz Al-Labadi, one of the doctors
in Tal Al-Zaatar, mentioned this method in
his book and cried when he recalled it
.during an interview last year
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Photos from the #TaI AI Zaatar massacre in the Photos from the #Tal Al-Zaatar massacre

Palestinian refugee camp in Beirut in 1976, in the Palestinian refugee camp in Beirut
where more than 3000 Palestinians were killed in 1976, where more than 3000
by the Lebanese forces with the assistance of Palestinians were killed by the Lebanese
.the Syrian army forces with the assistance of the Syrian
.army

The famine that occurrd in the reS|dents of the Photos from the #Tal Al-Zaatar massacre

#Tal Al-Zaatar camp in 1976, and the siege that in the Palestinian refugee camp in Beirut
" lasted for several months, prompted in 1976, where more than 3000
Palestinians to seek a fatwa allowing the Palestinians were killed by the Lebanese

consumption of the bodies of martyrs so they forces with the assistance of the Syrian
wouldn't die of hunger! A poet wrote about this: .army

'...And now my eyes have sufficed me, so let me
eat from my son, to save my life... What should
| eat from my son?! Where do | begin?' Tal Al-
Zaatar, August 12, 1976 - From the journalist |
."Al-Qabas newspaper

W|II|am Hawi (second from the left) anngsMe W|II|am HaW| and the Lebanese Kataeb
former Lebanese President Amin Gemayel in .during the siege of Tal Al-Zaatar
.Tal Al-Zaatar in 1976
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Do not focus on my personal story, for this is"
the reality of the Palestinian people." This quote
is from an interview with the Swedish nurse Eva

Schytte-Hammarskjold (Samira), who was
evacuated along with hundreds of wounded

from the Tal Al-Zaatar camp on August 3, 1976,

after she lost her arm and her fetus during the

siege of the camp by the Kataeb militias. Her
husband, Yusuf Hammarskjéld, was also
.martyred
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The Tal Al-Zaatar massacre, continuation of"
the massacre | Video shows survivors coming
out of the Tal Al-Zaatar camp massacre... and a
press conference with doctors Abdul Aziz Al-
Labadi and Youssef Al-Iraqi along with Dr.
Fathi Arafat - President of the Palestinian Red
Crescent. The conference revealed the
execution of 60 nurses on August 12, 1976, in
addition to thousands of martyrs and
".wounded
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They killed all the wounded and nurses."
Youssef Al-Iraqi, the doctor from Tal Al-Zaatar,
recounts how the Kataeb militias betrayed them
on August 12, 1982, when he, along with several

nurses and wounded, attempted to leave the
camp as per the agreement to evacuate
civilians. However, all the wounded and nurses
were killed in front of his eyes. He miraculously
managed to survive. From the film "The
.Palestinian - 1977
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:in;ssacrgé in the TaI AI-Zaatar camp
11-12 August 1976 - From the archives of
.the Kuwaiti newspaper Al-Qabas
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Regarding the contlnuatlon of the
massacres... and the press conference |
Al-Qabas Kuwaiti newspaper 14 August

1976 Al-Zaatar | 12 August 1976 - 1 12
From the journalist | Newspaper | Al-
Qabas newspaper
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Younes Al-Iraqi, the child, said: 'My

mother, sister, and cousin were baking
bread when a shell hit the oven. My
mother, sister, cousin, aunt, and cousin's
daughter were killed. We couldn't bury
them because of the ongoing shelling. We
waited until evening, and when the
shelling stopped, we buried them in the
garden.' From the Tal Al-Zaatar camp
.massacre - August 1976
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Our medical supplies were water and"
salt." Dr. Abdul Aziz Al-Labadi, a doctor in
the Tal Al-Zaatar camp, along with several

eyewitnesses, describe the condition of
the wounded and the lack of medical
resources during the siege of the Tal Al-
.Zaatar camp in 1976
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