Our Palestine — Article

Tufan al-Ahrar Deal 2025: 1,777 Palestinian

Prisoners Freed for 33 Israelis

On 19 January 2025 the first phase of the Gaza ceasefire agreement took
effect, including the largest exchange since “Wafa al-Ahrar”: through
seven batches Israel freed 1,777 Palestinian prisoners, in return for 33
Israelis released by the resistance in Gaza, 25 of them alive and eight
bodies. The resistance named the deal “Tufan al-Ahrar” (Flood of the

Free). &
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The deal at a glance

Item Details
Start Sunday 19 January 2025
Announced by Qatar

, 1,737 prisoners according to the Prisoners’
Planned in phase one Media Office
Actually freed 1,777 Ealest_lnlan prisoners, plus one

Jordanian prisoner
Gaza detainees held after 7

October 2023 1,046



Item

Women, children and elderly

Life sentences

In return

11[2

Details

71 women, 69 children and 41 elderly
285

33 Israelis: 25 alive and 8 bodies

The agreement and the first phase

Qatar announced the agreement, and it took effect on Sunday 19 January 2025.

The sources we reviewed cover its first phase, which lasted six weeks. According to

the Prisoners’ Media Office 1,737 prisoners were due to be freed, 296 of them

serving life sentences, in return for 33 Israelis, at a rate of 30 Palestinian prisoners

per Israeli. ™

The same page says Israel committed to freeing 120 women and children, and that

189 prisoners were to be deported to Gaza or abroad, plus 47 former “Wafa al-

Ahrar” prisoners, making 236 deportees in all. ™

The batches

Batch Date

First 19 January

Second 25 January

Third 30 January
Fourth 1 February

Fifth 8 February

Sixth 15 February

Prisoners

90

200

110

183

183

369

Notes

Women and children from the West Bank
and Jerusalem

121 life sentences and 79 other
sentences, plus one Jordanian prisoner;
70 deportees

32 life sentences, 48 other sentences
and 30 children and women

18 life sentences, 54 high sentences and
111 from Gaza

42 from the West Bank, 3 from Jerusalem
and 138 from Gaza

333 from Gaza and 36 life sentences



Batch Date Prisoners Notes
151 life or high sentences, 445 from

Seventh 27 February 642 Gaza and 46 women and children from
Gaza

The batches in the table add up to 1,777, matching the tally published by Al

Jazeera Net. @

Notable prisoners freed

The fourth batch, according to Al Jazeera Net, included a number of West Bank
prisoners with high sentences, among them Imran al-Khatib (a life sentence and 12
years, from Jabalia camp), Basel Aref (two life sentences and 52 years), Shadi
Amouri from Jenin camp (a life sentence and 20 years) and Ashraf Abu Srour from
Bethlehem (a life sentence). The list said seven of those with high sentences were

being deported to Gaza, among them Amouri and Abu Srour. !
Timeline

Date Event

The agreement takes effect; first batch: 90 women and
children ™

19 January 2025
25 January 2025 Second batch: 200 prisoners, 70 of them deported **
30 January 2025 Third batch: 110 prisoners 2

1 February 2025  Fourth batch: 183 prisoners !

8 February 2025  Fifth batch: 183 prisoners @

15 February 2025 = Sixth batch: 369 prisoners @

22 February 2025 Israel delays the release of the seventh batch ™

27 February 2025 Seventh batch: 642 prisoners according to the tally



Frequently asked questions about the January

2025 “Tufan al-Ahrar” exchange

How many prisoners were freed in the Tufan al-Ahrar deal?

1,777 Palestinian prisoners, plus one Jordanian prisoner, over seven batches.
How many Israelis were released?

33, of whom 25 were alive and eight were bodies. !

How many life-sentence prisoners were freed?

285 according to Al Jazeera Net. #

How many Gaza detainees held after 7 October were freed?
1,046. %

When did it start?

Sunday 19 January 2025. ™
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