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October 13, 2025 Prisoner Exchange: 1,968

Palestinian Prisoners Freed

On 13 October 2025, 1,968 Palestinian prisoners were freed, 250 of them

from the West Bank, Jerusalem and elsewhere and 1,718 from the Gaza

Strip, detained after 7 October 2023, under the agreement to end the war

and the ceasefire, in return for 20 living Israeli captives handed by the

Qassam Brigades to the Red Cross. [1][2]
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The deal at a glance

Item Details

Date of release Monday 13 October 2025

Ceasefire in force Friday 10 October 2025, at noon Jerusalem time

Freed 1,968 Palestinian prisoners

From Gaza 1,718

From the West Bank,
Jerusalem and elsewhere

250: 192 life sentences, 25 high sentences and
32 detainees

Deportees 154 with life or high sentences, according to the
lists



Item Details

In return 20 living Israeli captives, 7 in the first batch and
13 in the second

[1][3][2]

The agreement and how it unfolded

US President Donald Trump announced the agreement on Thursday 9 October, and

the first phase of the ceasefire took effect at noon on Friday 10 October, Jerusalem

time. On the morning of Monday 13 October the Qassam Brigades handed 20 living

Israeli captives to the International Committee of the Red Cross in two batches,

seven and then thirteen. [3][2]

The Israeli Prison Service announced the release of 1,968 prisoners, as reported by

Al Jazeera Net. Al-Qassam announced it would hand over the bodies of four

captives, and the handover of bodies continued over the following weeks. [4]

Who was freed

According to Al Jazeera Net, 250 of those freed came from the West Bank,

Jerusalem and elsewhere, among them 192 life-sentence prisoners, 25 with high

sentences and 32 detainees. By faction they were 157 from Fatah, 65 from Hamas,

16 from Islamic Jihad, 11 from the Popular Front and one from the Democratic

Front. 1,718 prisoners were freed from Gaza. [1][3]

Among the women, prisoners Marfat Sarhan and Siham Abu Salem were freed,

leaving 52 women in custody according to WAFA. [1]

Prisoners with the heaviest sentences

Name Area Sentence Faction

Nasri Ayed Hussein Assi Shuafat,
Jerusalem

18 life sentences
and 70 years Hamas



Name Area Sentence Faction

Mohammed Jamal
Mohammed Aqel Jenin 17 life sentences Fatah

Imad Salah Abdel-Fattah
Qawasmi Hebron 16 life sentences Hamas

Ahmad Adel Jaber
Saadeh

al-Tur,
Jerusalem 13 life sentences Hamas

Mohammed Kamel Khalil
Omran Dura, Hebron 13 life sentences Islamic

Jihad

Riyad Dakhlallah Ahmad
al-Amour

Tuqu’,
Bethlehem 11 life sentences Fatah

Majed Ismail Mohammed
Masri Balata, Nablus 10 life sentences Fatah

Izz al-Din Khaled Hussein
al-Hamamra

Husan,
Bethlehem 9 life sentences Fatah

Iyad Mohammed Ahmad
Abu al-Rub Jalbun, Jenin 8 life sentences Islamic

Jihad

The table is part of Al Jazeera Net’s list of 15 prisoners. [3]

Those who remained behind bars

According to WAFA about 9,100 prisoners remained in the central prisons, in

addition to hundreds in army camps, and about 400 children. At least 78 prisoners

and detainees have died in custody since the war began. In the three deals 3,985

prisoners were freed: 240 in November 2023, 1,777 in January and February 2025

and 1,968 in this one. Rights organisations documented at least 70 cases of re-

arrest among those freed in earlier deals. [1]

Timeline

Date Event

9 October 2025 The agreement is announced [3]

10 October 2025 The ceasefire takes effect at noon [3]



Date Event

13 October 2025 Handover of 20 living captives in two batches [2]

13 October 2025 Release of 1,968 Palestinian prisoners [1]

Frequently asked questions about the 13

October 2025 exchange

How many prisoners were freed in the October 2025 deal?

1,968 prisoners, 1,718 from Gaza and 250 from the West Bank, Jerusalem and

elsewhere. [1]

How many life-sentence prisoners were there?

192 of the 250 according to Al Jazeera Net, while WAFA’s headline says 250 life-

sentence prisoners; see “Between the accounts”. [1][3]

How many living captives were released?

20, seven then thirteen. [2]

How many were freed in the three deals in total?

3,985 prisoners according to WAFA. [1]
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