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Martyr Majed Abu Sharar

Majed Abu Sharar (1936–1981) was a Palestinian leader and writer from

Dura in the Hebron district, author of the collection The Bitter Bread,

head of the Palestinian revolution’s unified media and a member of

Fatah’s Central Committee. Israel’s Mossad killed him after midnight on 9

October 1981 with a bomb planted under his bed at the Hotel Flora in

Rome, where he was attending a world conference in solidarity with the

Palestinian people. [1] [2] [3]

This is the fifth article in the series “Assassinated leaders of the Palestinian

revolution,” after the articles on Abu Iyad, Abu Jihad, Ghassan Kanafani and the

Verdun operation.
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Who was Majed Abu Sharar?

Majed Abu Sharar was a Palestinian intellectual, writer and media figure, and one

of the leading voices of the democratic left within Fatah [4]. He led the Palestinian

revolution’s media after Kamal Adwan’s assassination and helped found the

revolutionary cadres school, which aimed to produce “thinking fighters” [1] [3].

Those who knew him described him as more thinker than soldier, a man of

revolutionary ideas who warned early that the conflict with the occupation would

be long [5].

Majed Abu Sharar at a glance

Item Details

Name Majed Muhammad Abd al-Qadir Abu Sharar [1]

Born 1936, Dura, Hebron district [1] [3]

Education Law degree, University of Alexandria (1954–1958) [1] [6]



Item Details

Roles
Editor-in-chief of Fatah’s daily, head of unified media, General
Political Commissar (1973–1978), secretary of the Revolutionary
Council, Fatah Central Committee member (1980) [1] [7]

Works The short-story collection The Bitter Bread and the satirical
column “Jiddan” (Very) [3] [1]

Assassinated 9 October 1981, Hotel Flora, Rome, by a Mossad bomb under his
bed [1] [2] [8]

Buried Martyrs’ Cemetery, Beirut [1]

Timeline

Year Event

1936 Born in Dura, Hebron district [1]

1948 Family moves to Gaza with his father, a fighter in the Holy Jihad
Army [1] [6]

1954–1958 Studies law at the University of Alexandria [1]

1959 Works at al-Ayyam newspaper in Dammam [1] [3]

1962 Joins Fatah [1] [8]

1968 Devotes himself to revolutionary media in Amman [1] [8]

1969 Helps found the revolutionary cadres school in al-Asifa forces [1]
[3]

1971 Secretary of the Revolutionary Council after Fatah’s third
conference [1] [7]

1973–1978 Fatah’s General Political Commissar [1] [7]

1980 Elected to the Central Committee at the fourth conference; The
Bitter Bread published [1] [3]

1981 Assassinated in Rome on 9 October [1] [2]

From Dura to Gaza and Alexandria

Majed Muhammad Abd al-Qadir Abu Sharar was born in 1936 in Dura, south-west



of Hebron, the eldest of seven brothers and thirteen sisters, and finished primary

school in his town [1]. His father, Sheikh Muhammad Abd al-Qadir Abu Sharar,

worked as a wireless technician for the Mandate government, then in 1947–1948

joined the Holy Jihad Army under Abd al-Qadir al-Husseini as a signals officer [1]. At

twelve Majed witnessed the Nakba and the influx of refugees; the family later

moved to the Gaza Strip, where he finished secondary school [6] [1].

In 1954 he entered the Faculty of Law at the University of Alexandria, graduating in

1958, and joined the nationalist student movements there [1] [3]. He then worked

as a teacher and later principal at a school in the Karak area of Jordan, and in 1959

moved to Dammam in Saudi Arabia to work as an editor at the newspaper al-

Ayyam [1] [3] [6].

In Fatah: the revolution’s voice and media

In late 1962 Majed Abu Sharar joined Fatah and helped form popular committees

supporting the Palestinian cause in Saudi Arabia and other countries [1] [4]. In

summer 1968 he devoted himself to media work in Amman, becoming editor-in-

chief of Fatah’s daily and then director of its media centre [1]. In 1969 he helped

found the revolutionary cadres school in al-Asifa forces [1] [3].

After Fatah’s third conference in 1971 his comrades elected him secretary of the

Revolutionary Council [1] [7]. After Kamal Adwan was killed in the Verdun

operation in 1973 he took over central media and then the revolution’s unified

media [1]. He served as the movement’s General Political Commissar from 1973 to

1978 [1] [7]. In the 1970s his office in Damascus was a meeting place for leading

Fatah cadres [4].

In May 1980 the fourth conference elected him to Fatah’s Central Committee, and

he joined the Western Sector committee led by Abu Jihad [6] [1].

The writer: The Bitter Bread and “Jiddan”

Alongside politics, Majed Abu Sharar was a notable short-story writer. His first
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stories were serialised in the Jerusalem magazine al-Ufuq al-Jadid in the 1960s and

collected in 1980 as his only collection, The Bitter Bread [1] [6] [3]. It paints a

collective portrait of oppressed Palestinians in a concise realist style, describing life

in Dura’s old town and the harshness of occupation [3] [5].

In Fatah’s newspaper he wrote a regular satirical column titled “Jiddan” (Very),

building biting phrases around that word [3]. In 2012 the Ministry of Culture in

Ramallah published “It Must Return: The Bitter Bread, Unpublished Stories and

Articles,” gathering stories of ordinary people facing poverty, illness and loss, and

of fedayeen heading to the trenches certain of return [9].

The assassination of Majed Abu Sharar: Hotel

Flora, Rome, 1981

In October 1981 Majed Abu Sharar travelled with a delegation from Beirut to Rome

for a world conference in solidarity with Palestinian writers and journalists [2] [6].

He was booked under his real name at the Ergife Palace Hotel, where the other

delegations stayed, but lodged at the Hotel Flora on Via Veneto under the alias

“Abbas Zeitouni” [2].

After midnight on 9 October 1981 a bomb planted under his bed exploded, killing

him instantly [1] [2] [6]. Writer Abdel Hamid Siyam recounts that he had given his

room to a companion and moved to another [6]. His daughter Samaa, who

revisited the hotel decades later, writes that its manager confirmed the blast was

in room 420 on the fourth floor, which no longer exists after renovation [2].

Palestinians accused Israel’s Mossad; the Italian investigation reached a dead end

and the case remains unsolved. Its leads were cut when investigators were

removed and two aides to the PLO representative in Rome were assassinated [2]

[8]. The killing was part of the Mossad’s campaign against the revolution’s leaders

and intellectuals in Europe, which began with the assassination of Wael Zuaiter in

Rome itself in 1972.

His body was flown to Beirut, where the city turned out for his funeral, and he was



buried in the Martyrs’ Cemetery, where Ghassan Kanafani and the Verdun martyrs

also rest [1] [6].

The investigation that never finished

More than four decades on, Majed Abu Sharar’s assassination remains a judicial

mystery. His daughter Samaa, revisiting the case, gathers many threads that were

never answered [2]:

A prior warning: writer Rashad Abu Shawar recounts that Fatah had

warned its cadres against the Hotel Flora as a place frequented by

Mossad agents [2].

A bomb days earlier: according to The Washington Post, an Israeli

tourist office near the hotel was damaged by a bomb days before the

killing [2].

A journalist on the trail: Italian journalist Paolo Di Carlo met Majed

the day before his death and later followed the case, but his leads were

cut off [2].

A case closed: Italian investigators were removed from the file, then

two aides to PLO representative in Rome Nimr Hammad, Kamal Hussein

and Nazih Matar, were assassinated, and the investigation reached a

dead end [2].

The room number: press accounts spoke of rooms 319 and 320, while

the hotel manager later confirmed it was room 420 [2].

Majed the man

His comrades describe him as close to ordinary people, generous, tender with

children and a champion of women within the movement [7]. He belonged to the

democratic left current within Fatah, which he saw as a path to reforming the

movement [4]. Abdel Hamid Siyam sums him up in the title of his article: “a knight

martyred with a smile on his face and a book in his hand” [6].

His first wife, Fatima al-Izza, died of illness in London, and he brought her body
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home with the help of his friend Nizar Abu Nidal [7]. He later married the activist

Inaam Abdel Hadi [6].

Legacy

Majed Abu Sharar was killed at forty-five, leaving his daughter Samaa, his son

Salam and his daughter Diala [6] [4]. In 2012 artist Youssef Katlo completed a

stone mural some ten metres long and three metres high, inspired by The Bitter

Bread and the symbols of the pen, the olive and the sun, installed at the entrance

to Dura near its international stadium [5]. The Yasser Arafat Foundation marks his

birth within its programme “In National Memory: Companions of the Path” [4].

Videos

“The Revolutionary Writer,” a film on Majed Abu Sharar by the Yasser Arafat

Foundation (in Arabic) [10]

Writer Yahya Yakhlef on the behind-the-scenes of Majed Abu Sharar’s assassination

(in Arabic) [11]

Conclusion

Majed Abu Sharar was the revolution’s intellectual and its satirical pen, carrying

The Bitter Bread from the alleys of Dura to the platforms of Beirut, until the Mossad

followed him to Rome and blew up his bed. His assassination, like those of

Kanafani and Kamal Nasser before him, shows that the occupation saw the

Palestinian word as no less dangerous than the rifle.

Also in this series: Ghassan Kanafani, the Verdun operation, Abu Jihad, Abu Iyad.

Frequently asked questions about Majed Abu
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Sharar

Who was Majed Abu Sharar?

A Palestinian leader and writer from Dura in the Hebron district, head of the

revolution’s unified media, a member of Fatah’s Central Committee and author of

The Bitter Bread.

When and where was Majed Abu Sharar assassinated?

On 9 October 1981, at the Hotel Flora in Rome.

How was Majed Abu Sharar killed?

By a bomb the Mossad planted under his bed in his hotel room.

What did Majed Abu Sharar write?

The short-story collection The Bitter Bread, the satirical column “Jiddan” in Fatah’s

newspaper, and “It Must Return,” published posthumously in 2012.

Was Majed Abu Sharar’s killing ever solved?

No; the Italian investigation reached a dead end after investigators were removed

and two aides to the PLO representative in Rome were assassinated.

What is the Hotel Flora?

A hotel on Via Veneto in Rome, where Majed Abu Sharar stayed under an alias and

was killed in one of its rooms.

Where is Majed Abu Sharar buried?

In the Martyrs’ Cemetery in Beirut.
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